
Year of Mercy Corner 

 

Key Passage from the readings: 
“But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when 
he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and 

bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. 
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, 

and took care of him. 
(Luke 10:33-34) 

 

Year of Mercy Question & Quest of the Week: 

Adults:  When have you gone out of your way to help a 
stranger in need? 

Youth:  Would you go out of your way to help someone 
even if you were ridiculed for doing it? 

 

A
ct
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n 

 
Let’s do Acts of Mercy for 52 weeks! Each week an Act of Mercy suggestion will be 
offered in the “Mercy Corner”.  These will be simple suggestions for doing good works 
during the week. Take photos or write a small blurb of when someone has shown 
YOU mercy and attach it to the Mercy Wall in the Worship Space. 
 
This week: Acting with Mercy. Take advantage of sales to buy small toothpastes, 
soaps, shampoos, socks, etc. Donate them to parish outreaches or make gift bags and 
have them ready to hand out where needed. 
 

Re
fl
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For most of us, the neighbor is the person we know, and the person next door and the 
few families on either side of our home. We feel we cannot risk extending the 
definition to include the entire neighborhood because there are, regrettably, good 
and bad patches in all neighborhoods, and these are anonymous and suspicious days. 
We feel that it is pushing the envelope of prudence if we were to include neighbor 
people we don’t really know, and immigrants, and others who differ from us in race, 
color, culture, and religion. But this is the envelope Jesus pushed with his story of the 
good Samaritan and the anonymous victim. The Christian envelope is an all-inclusive 
one when it comes to another human being in need. (from: “Fresh Light” by Joseph 
Pollard) 
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Disciples Learn Christ’s 
Merciful Way 
by Leisa Anslinger 

It is easy to justify to ourselves 
that we are living as disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Most of us can point 
to things we have done for the 

good of another, or things we did not do that might have been 
hurtful to others if carried out. Yet, in our hearts we know that the 
call of discipleship is greater than an occasional good deed done or 
misdeed avoided. “Disciples” are people who follow and emulate a 
master teacher. As disciples of Jesus Christ, our Teacher and Lord, 
God’s love, mercy and compassion is to be our way of life. 
Throughout this Jubilee Year of Mercy, we are being especially 
attentive to the ways in which Jesus showed mercy to those whom 
he encountered. The Gospels are filled with examples of Jesus’ 
impulse to extend mercy, often to those who were thought beyond 
the reach of kindness, attention or love. Not only does Jesus share 
mercy, he teaches us to do the same. This month during Sunday 
Mass, we hear the parable of the Good Samaritan, a story Jesus told 
to illustrate the extent of God’s mercy. The story is Jesus’ response 
to the question of the man who wished to justify himself by asking, 
“And who is my neighbor?” In the familiar story, people pass by the 
injured man, ignoring his need. The Samaritan not only cares for him 
on the side of the road, but takes him to help, stays with him in the 
early moments of his crisis, and provides money for his extended 
care. This is much more than simply doing a kind deed — the 
Samaritan literally goes out of his way to show mercy!  

Who are the people by the side of the road in our time? Who is the 
neighbor who needs to know God’s mercy through us? Let us 
commit this month to move beyond justifying ourselves and renew 
our dedication to grow as disciples, going out of our way to be 
attentive to the needs of those whom we encounter, ready to follow 
the example of our merciful Teacher and Lord.
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Do What is Possible 

“Consult not your fears 
but your hopes and your 
dreams. Think not about 
your frustrations, but 
about your unfulfilled 
potential. Concern 
yourself not with what 
you tried and failed in, 
but with what it is still 
possible for you to do.”

– St. John XXIII 

Luke 10:36-37 

“Which of these three, do 

you think, was a neighbor to 

the man who fell into the 

hands of the robbers? He 

said, ‘The one who showed 

him mercy.’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Go and do likewise.’
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From Pope Francis 

 “To walk down the path 
of holiness means living 
in the presence of God, 
being irreproachable, 
turning the other cheek, 
and imitating his infinite 
mercy…so many 
teachings from the 
Gospel, all of which 
help us to understand 
the overabundance of 
mercy, God’s logic.” 

— The Name of God is Mercy  

Stewards of God’s Mercy 
by Leisa Anslinger 

“Stewardship is an expression of discipleship with the 
power to change how we understand and live out our 
lives. Disciples who practice stewardship recognize God as 
the origin of life, the giver of freedom, the source of all 
they have and are and will be. They are deeply aware of 
the truth that ‘The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness; the 
world and those who dwell in it’ (Ps 24:1). They know 
themselves to be recipients and caretakers of God’s many 
gifts. They are grateful for what they have received and 
eager to cultivate their gifts out of love for God and one 
another.” (SDR, 3)  

How will you grow as “recipients and caretakers” of God’s 
mercy? Here are some beginning steps to grow as a 
steward of God’s mercy: 

Be aware. Spend time each day prayerfully examining 
your life and the ways in which you receive God’s mercy, 
through sacraments and the attention and care of others; 

Be grateful. Growing in gratitude is not only the best 
response to God’s mercy, it is a key facet of growth as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. Awareness of God’s grace grows 
as our lives are shaped by gratitude, changing our 
perspective and leading us to “change how we 
understand and live out our lives;” 

Be merciful. Our hearts become lighter as we are touched 
by renewed awareness of God’s love in our lives. Sharing 
this with others is sure to impact their lives, rippling 
outwards in an ever-wider circle of love, mercy and 
compassion.

The Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry ✢ Give Drink to the Thirsty ✢ Clothe the Naked ✢ Shelter 

the Homeless ✢ Visit the Sick ✢  Visit the Imprisoned ✢  Bury the Dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy: Counsel the Doubtful ✢  Instruct the Ignorant ✢ Admonish Sinners ✢ Comfort 

the Afflicted ✢  Forgive Offenses ✢ Bear Wrongs Patiently ✢  Pray for the Living and the Dead 
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